
UPCYLCE: Tin Can Lanterns Tutorial  
 

Materials: 
-Recycled tin cans  

-Hammer 

-Nail 

-Bailing wire 

-Pliers 

-Tea light candle or mini LED candle  

-Spray paint (Krylon Indoor/Outdoor works best)  
 
Step 1: Remove labels and glue from the cans. WD-40 can be helpful with 

removing the glue 

 

Step 2: Fill the cans with water and put them in the freezer. Leave them until the 

ice is solid. This will help hold the cans shape in the next steps.  

 
Step 3: Take the frozen can out of the freezer. Using a hammer and nail, pound a 

hole near the top of the can. Flip the can over and make another hole straight 

across from the first hole. These will be used for the handle.  

 



Step 4: Make your design. Use the hammer and nail to punch out the design in 

your can. You can either draw it out ahead of time or free hand it.  

 

 
Step 5: Once your design is finished, let the ice melt out of the can and dry it 

out. 

 
Step 6: Upon turning the can over, you may notice a bulge in the bottom. This 

can happen from freezing water in it. Just pound the bulge down with a hammer 

so the can sits flat.  

 



Step 7: Time to make the handle. Cut a 12 inch strip of bailing wire and curve 

the end to form a hook. Stick the hook through one of the top side holes you 

made in Step 3.  

 
Step 8: Twist the hook around to secure it. Make a hook on the other end of 

the wire. Stick it in the other side hole and twist it. There is your handle! 

 
Step 9: Spray paint several coats on to cover the entire outside of the can and 

the handle 

 



Step 10: Once the paint is dry, insert tea light candles and light them up!  

 
 

Credit: Elise Engh: Grow Creative 


